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Why is RMIN Funded?

 USED i3 program is to:
 Generate and validate solutions to persistent educational 

challenges.
 Support the expansion of effective solutions for larger 

numbers of students.
 Fund projects with important implications for the nation’s 

school system.



Why is RMIN Funded?

 RMIN addresses two national priorities of i3 program:

1. Influencing the Development of Non-Cognitive Factors
2. Serving Rural Communities



Why is RMIN Funded?

RMIN’s purpose is to:
 Create a process to develop, implement, and test SEL lesson 

plans.
 Include messages and strategies that will increase student 

self-efficacy and growth mindset.
 Focus on math competencies required in math career 

readiness assessments.
 Focus on math for a STEM-H technician credential.



Why Self-efficacy and Growth Mindset?
Research reveals:
 Self-efficacy plays a major role in how one approaches 

goals, tasks, and challenges.
 Self-efficacy — belief in ability to succeed in specific 

situations or accomplish a task.
 Growth mindset — self-perception or self-theory or belief 

that most basic abilities can be developed through 
dedication, effort and hard work (e.g., effort and 
resilience).

 In essence, effective teachers must encourage students to 
believe that they can learn more and master content if they 
work hard and practice.



Why Does RMIN Focus on 
Math Lessons in Rural Schools?

 Teacher online access to anchor lesson plans and supports 
to promote their use significantly increases students’ math 
achievement. 

 Pre-Algebra and Algebra math content are essential as 
gatekeeping subjects for living wage jobs in rural areas 
(e.g., technician occupations in STEM-H career fields).

 Making math relevant is important to create self-efficacy 
and growth mindset.

 Math success is about both the student’s and community’s 
future success.

 Article title is The Math Learning Gap: Preparing Stem 
Technicians for the New Rural Economy.
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