
Update From VASS President Paul 
Nichols
The fourteen schools that were selected to begin part-
nerships with VASS in the 2008-09 school year are all 
making significant progress. There has been some attri-
tion of students, but enrollment numbers remain high, 
and we are still in line to meet NMSI expectations for 
qualifying scores this first year. The specialists are doing 
an outstanding job working with teachers and students 
regularly. They are frequently joined by NMSI specialists 
as they work with teachers to make sure they are pro-
viding the best curriculum, instruction, and assessment 
for success with AP expectations. I have heard com-
ments from almost every school that this ongoing sup-
port is the most important component of our program.  
 
As I write this update, I feel that I must also share an ob-
servation from our NMSI specialists. In working closely 
with us this year during training, prep sessions, and class-
room support activities, they have reported that Virginia’s 
teachers in the schools we are serving are generally not 
as well-prepared academically as those in other states.  
 
We know there is a specific reason for this – VASS de-
liberately selected schools in rural areas that had little 
to no former experience with Advanced Placement. The 
other states selected schools that have had more experi-

ence and are typically from more affluent suburban areas. We are the only state NMSI grantee that chose nearly half 
of our schools having no former AP courses outside of the few sporadic individual students taking AP classes through 
distance education opportunities. While some of our teachers may have an academically-weak background, they are 
all working hard with our specialists to strengthen their knowledge base, and their instructional practices are great-
ly improving. Ongoing professional development is not the only opportunity that we offer to support our schools.  
 
In  January, we  conducted an AP Recruitment Program for guidance counselors and lead teachers from Cohort 1 and 
Cohort 2 schools. During the two-day training, we were able to engage counselors in an understanding of how our pro-
gram develops a vertical and horizontal alignment of Pre-AP and AP classes in math, science, and English so that the 
students see interconnectedness, support, and flow among them. We presented the AP class sequence that each school 
will be working toward that will give students maximum opportunity to take advantage of the AP culture of academic 
rigor. We had NMSI representatives talk about how their program grew to such success in Texas for all students. 

Update continues on next page. 
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determine how to build their advanced math, science, and 
English classes at the local levels. NMSI set a goal for the 
state grantees that each of us would have twenty-five high 
schools participating by the end of the second year. This goal 
was established through a combination of necessary growth 
and bud-
g e t a r y 
i s s u e s , 
keeping in 
mind the 
ability of 
state staff 
to serve 
s c h o o l s 
effective-
ly.  VASS 
having accepted fourteen schools in the first year meant 
that our target for the second cohort would be eleven ad-
ditional schools. 

Each of the schools in the Tobacco Commission region 
that applied will be served; however, Appomattox County 
High School determined during the school interview that 
they did not have a student population prepared to begin 
AP classes in 2009-10. Thus, we will work with Pre-AP 
teachers at this school to help them better prepare students 
for AP and will train teachers to be prepared to teach AP, 
but we will not consider Appomattox to be a part of the 
NMSI program until 2010-2011. See the chart below 
which shows a listing of the twenty-one schools that ap-
plied to participate and the schools that were chosen for 
cohort 2.

NMSI set a goal for the state grantees that each of us 
would have twenty-five high schools participating by the 
end of the second year. This goal was established through 
a combination of necessary growth and budgetary issues, 
keeping in mind the ability of state staff to serve schools 
effectively.  VASS having accepted fourteen schools in the 
first year meant that our target for the second cohort would 
be eleven additional schools. 

Each of the schools in the Tobacco Commission region 
that applied will be served; however, Appomattox County 
High School determined during the school interview that 
they did not have a student population prepared to begin 
AP classes in 2009-10. Thus, we will work with Pre-AP 
teachers at this school to help them better prepare students 
for AP and will train teachers to be prepared to teach AP, 
but we will not consider Appomattox to be a part of the 
NMSI program until 2010-2011. See the chart for a listing 
of the eleven schools chosen for Cohort 2. Tobacco Com-
mission schools are shown in red.

New Schools for Cohort 2
 
Parry McCluer High School  Buena Vista
Randolph-Henry High School  Charlotte Co. 
Cosby High School   Chesterfield Co. 
Lloyd Bird High School   Chesterfield Co. 
Matoaca High School   Chesterfield Co. 
Monacan High School   Chesterfield Co. 
Hermitage High School   Henrico Co. 
John Randolph Tucker High School Henrico Co. 
Gretna High School   Pittsylvania Co. 
Patrick Henry High School  Roanoke City 

Patrick Henry High School  Washington Co. 

And, perhaps most importantly, we had representatives from 
Virginia colleges explain once again that in the admissions 
process, they look for evidence that a student has accepted 
the rigor of the most challenging classes available to them 
in high school rather than considering grade point average 
as the sign of college readiness. 

There is one significant development in our program with 
Cohort 1 schools. VASS has always embraced the concept 
that Dual Enrollment and AP should co-exist in our part-
ner schools where there is a previous history of Dual Enroll-
ment to prevent competition between the two programs. Our 
definition of “co-exist” is that students have one option for an 
advanced class in each of the subjects that are available for AP 
credit and simultaneously receive Dual Enrollment credit for 
each of those classes. In some schools, another definition of 
“co-exist” is that students have the choice of a Dual Enroll-
ment class or an AP class in the same subject area. (For ex-
ample, DE Calculus or AP Calculus) This situation forces the 
student to make a choice between DE and AP and forces the 
school to try to run two single classes with low enrollment in 
each which often eliminates one of the two class options and 
prevents us really increasing AP enrollment from year to year. 
VASS favors the idea that DE and AP must be combined in 
math, science, and English courses in each of the schools that 
apply to participate in our grant. 

To make this a reality, I talked to administrative leadership in 
most community colleges before we began our program and 
obtained verbal commitment to our plan from all of them. 
Later, in conversation with Tom Morris (Secretary of Educa-
tion), then State Superintendent Billy Cannaday, and Com-
munity College Chancellor DuBois, it was agreed that while 
there would not be an official partnership between VASS and 
Virginia’s Community College System, school divisions would 
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“Celebration of Success in Math and Sci-
ence Education” was held March 18th in Washington DC 
with a dinner and reception at the National Academies of 
Science.

Congressman Perriello & Travis Grenier Speak
Virginia’s 5th District Congressman, Tom Perriello, on right, was the eve-
ning speaker. The first place video in the NMSI national competition, 
“Crank dat Calculus,” was created by Travis Grenier, a junior at Frank-
lin County High School. His video stood out for its artistic creativity. Tra-
vis won a $300  scholarship and the TI nSpire calculator as the winner for 
Virginia.  Congressman Perriello joined NMSI leadership in recognizing 
Travis with a $3,000 scholarship and an all-expenses paid trip to Califor-
nia for a personal tour of Dreamworks Studios for being the national winner.  

A NMSI Celebration
On March 18, NMSI hosted a “Celebration of Success in Math and Science 
Education” in Washington DC at the National Academies. Virginia was well 
represented by board members and guests from a variety of business partners, 
universities, and school boards. During the celebration, we were given updates 
on the development of the NMSI program and growth of federal govern-
ment support for academic excellence. NMSI has a new video promoting the 
strengthening of student achievement in math, science, and English. It can be 
viewed online at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6nZsAp14XGk.  

Economic Stimulus Possibilities
NMSI used the occassion for a business meeting that focused primarily on op-
portunities to expand our program through potential funding from President 
Obama’s stimulus package. Federal guidelines have not yet been released, but it 
appears that there are three areas within the stimulus package where opportuni-
ties may be available for VASS to partner with our state Department of Educa-
tion and/or with individual schools to apply for funding. The areas identified are 
USDOE’s $650 million Innovation Fund, USDOE’s $4.35 billion Race to the 
Top funds, and National Science Foundation’s Math + Science Targeted funds. 

VASS Meets Makes Visits to The Hill
After hearing from NMSI staff about each of these opportunities, VASS met with 
representatives from USDOE, President Obama’s staff, Virginia Senators War-
ner and Webb, and Congressmen Perriello and Boucher. Since that time, Jennifer 
Stevens has attended the National Science Foundation 2009 Grants Conference 
to gather more detail on potential funding. On May 19, NMSI will join VASS in 
meetings with Dr. Patricia Wright, State Superintendent of Public Schools, and 
her staff to discuss pursuing these federal opportunities to expand our program.  



Business Partnerships
VASS continues to meet with potential business partners to 
discuss opportunities to support project schools. As we met 
with representatives from each school that applied to par-
ticipate in Cohort 2, we talked about the need to develop 
financial support beyond the five years of the NMSI grant.  
Every school that was selected outside the Tobacco Com-
mission region has introduced us to opportunities for the 
development of supporting partnerships. 

Altria, the umbrella company for Phillip Morris USA, part-
nered with us to support Richmond schools participating 
in Cohort 1. We continue to meet with Altria with the idea 
of expanding their partnership to include more schools in 
the Richmond/Henrico/Chesterfield area and have been 
encouraged in recent conversations that there may be poten-
tial for more funding. We are in the process of developing a 
written proposal to request new funding, and we anticipate 
that we will request that the VASS Board of Directors elect a 
representative from Altria join the board at the April meet-
ing. 

College Board News
College Board is taking greater interest in the work that is 
taking place in all the NMSI states. We, as a group, presented at the College Board National Forum this past fall, and the 
College Board Southeastern Regional Office has begun monthly meetings with the presidents from the three states in 
their area. VASS has been asked to present at A Dream Deferred, the College Board’s National Conference on African-
American Diversity in May. We will be presenting on our partnership with Prince Edward County Public Schools, 
focusing on their development from one of the three schools named in Brown v. Board of Education to their focus on 
AP development in the STEM areas. As part of that presentation, we will feature Longwood University’s support of our 
program as we have worked with all our schools in Southside and Southwest Virginia. 

Dates to Remember
Virginia Forum 2009, Longwood University, July 20-24, 2009. This training will be for Biology, Physics, Chemistry, 

and Environmental Science; English Literature and English Language; and 
all Statistics plus new Calculus teachers.

Register at http://www.quia.com/sv/284099.html

Pre AP Training Week, Longwood University, July 27-31, 2009. This train-
ing will be for PreAP science including Biology, Chemistry, and Physics; 
PreAP English; and PreAP math in addition to experienced Calculus teach-
ers.

Register at http://www.quia.com/sv/290350.html

For further information on upcoming events, visit our website at  
www.virginiaadvancedstudystrategies.org. 

Check back often for updates.  
Questions or comments can be directed to 434-572-5474  

  Paul Nichols, President, Virginia Advanced Study Strategies
  820 Bruce Street, South Boston, VA 24592


