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Preparing Virginia’s Students For College and Career Success

Education Alignment To Business Needs
Using the nationally-recognized DACUM (Developing a Curriculum) analysis process, VASS collaborates with 
businesses to identify the competencies required for high-demand, higher-skill occupations and creates 
professional development and resources to bridge the gap between actual classroom instruction and industry 
needs for a prepared workforce.     

Career Literacy
Certified by the National Career Development Association (NCDA), VASS trains Career 
Specialists and works with schools to build career development programs that help 
students see the practical long-term applications of their education. Academic and career 
planning is now required for students seeking a standard diploma.   

Academic and Skills Credentials
VASS helps students customize their education through the acquisition of digital badges and credentials that 

demonstrate mastery of career-focused academics, technical skills, and soft skills. This process 
focuses student effort on excellence, rather than minimum competencies, and starts them on 
the path of self-branding. VASS provides credential development tools and digital portfolios to 
schools and students through the MARi Personal Learning Platform.   

Professional Development for Advanced Academics in STEM-H
VASS offers professional development services and resources focused on helping middle and high school 
teachers develop and use strategies that connect their classroom instruction to the workplace. When teachers 
provide rigorous instruction infused with activities related to real-world applications, students are more 
motivated to learn.

Virginia Advanced Study Strategies, Inc. (VASS) was founded in 2007 as a non-profit organization to implement 
a STEM-focused Advanced Placement (AP) program funded by the National Math & Science Initiative and 
strategic partners. During the six-year project period, VASS provided extensive teacher training and student 
supports to achieve dramatic increases in enrollment and AP exam scores in over 75 Virginia schools. VASS is 
now in the fourth year of a U.S. Department of Education Investing in Innovation (i3) grant project which 
supports the practical application of math concepts in real world scenarios, integration of technology into 
homework assignments, and community and family involvement that leads to the academic success of the 
students served. VASS is uniquely prepared to provide the following college and career preparation services to 
Virginia’s school divisions.  

Student Support Sessions
VASS provides student support sessions after school, on Saturdays, and via evening webinars to increase 
success on standardized assessments such as AP exams and the Virginia Placement Test. Sessions are led by 
expert educators with years of experience using best practices and extensive knowledge in their content areas.

For more information, contact VASS at 434-575-0692 or vassinfo@vaadvstudies.org.  


